
Life in JAPAN

Average wages 38,617 $/Year

Index of cost of living
Tokyo to New York

91.52

Gender wage gap 23.5

Life expectancy (Male) 81.3

Life expectancy (Female) 87.3

Total Fertility Rate 1.41

Unemployment rate 2.4%

Average house area (total) 94.4 m2

Average house area (per person) 39.4 m2

House price to income ratio 6.32



Aged society



Income or wages of Japanese employed person

Country Average 
wages 2019 
(/year)

Average 
wages 2000 
(/year)

19/00 Real minimum 
wages (/hr)

Big Mac 
prices

Average wage/ 
Big Mac

Luxembourg 68,681 58,863 1.17 12.5 4.79 1.4388

Switzerland 66,567 57,850 1.15 5.95 1.1187

U.S.A 65,836 54,642 1.20 7.3 5.71 1.1530

Australia 54,401 46,156 1.18 12.6 4.58 1.1878

Germany 53,638 45,310 1.18 11.8 4.79 1.1198

Canada 53,198 44,178 1.20 10.2 5.08 1.0472

U.K 47,226 39,233 1.20 10.5 4.28 1.1034

Japan 38,617 38,050 1.01 8.0 3.64 1.0609

Korea 42,285 29,335 1.16 8.6 3.75 1.1276

OECD 48,587 41,766 1.16 - 1

China 12,670 1,311 9.66 - 3.10 4.087

USA/Japan 1.70 1.44 1.57 1.09

Resource: OECD Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 



Yearly average Monthly average 2020

2018 2019 March April May June

2.4% 2.4% 2.5% 2.6% 2.9% 2.8%

Duration 90days -330days

Amount 50-80% of last six months' average (upper limit exists)

Remarks Duration and amount is calculated according to 
・Length of previous employment
・Employee's age 
・Amount paid into unemployment insurance 

Unemployment benefits

Unemployment rate



Income of Japanese employed person

Resource: OECD Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
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Income and Big Mac price

Resource: OECD Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
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Social Security in Japan

Social Insurance
(Universal coverage)
・Health insurance

・Pension plan

・Unemployment 
   benefits 

Social Welfare

Disability public 
assistance

Mother and child 
family public assistance

Public Assistance

Livelihood assistance

Health Care and Sanitation

Vaccination

Medical 
examination



Index of cost of living

City Index

New York 100.00

Zurich 136.56

Tokyo 91.52

London 81.22

Paris 69.09

Berlin 68.75

Beijing 44.48

Resource: Numbeo

Country Gap (%)

Australia 11.7

Germany 15.3

U.K 16.0

U.S.A 18.5

Japan 23.5

Korea 32.5

OECD 13.0

Resource: OECD

Gender wage gap



Average house area in Japan and major countries

Resources: Statistics catalog of building materials・housing equipment 2015/2016
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total owned rented per person

All 94.4 157.2 91.7 99.0 100.1

owned 122.3 157.2 103.4 129.8 119.5

rented 46.0 113.6 68.4 78.1 74.3

/perso
n

39.4 62.3 39.2 46.1 44.0



Independent house Semi-
independent

Condominium

Number 2876 141 2334

Share 53.6% 2.6% 43.5%

Independent house or Condominium

Japan USA UK France
14.5 81.0 85.9 69.8

Share of used house in a market
Resource: Ministry of Internal Affairs 
and Communications, Housing and 
land survey of Japan 2018

Resource: Ministry of Land, 
Infrastructure and Transport 
2018



House prices in Tokyo and major cities

City Independent house Condominium

Price 
K USD

Floor 
area m2

Price/Fl
oor 
area

Land 
area m2

Price/La
nd area

Price
K USD

Floor 
area 
m2

Price/ 
Floor 
area

Tokyo 948 150 6.3 200 4.7 278 70 4.0

New York 564 244 2.3 525 1.1 1450 120 12.1

London 1483 140 10.6 400 3.7 837 90 9.3

Berlin 380 120 3.2 500 0.8 342 93 3.7

Paris - - - - 1039 95 10.9

Resource: Japan Association of Real Estate Appraisers 2013

Japan USA UK France

6.32 5.68 5.68 3.48

House price to income ratio 

Resource: Mitsui Fudosan 2017
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Primary Energy Supply of Japan



Primary Energy Supply of Japan
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Japan's energy self-sufficiency rate
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